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The Curse of Gold
The following is coudeused from

Tacitus Autiiild XVI
During the reign of Neno a Carth

ageniau nnmod Cesellius Bassus cumu
to Komo uud caused a great excitement
by stating that on bis own estate In
Carthage he had found a deep caveru
containing a great quantity of gold In
crude ingots such as were in Use in
the early ages of the world Ho said
also that Queen Dido when sho lied
from Tyro aud founded Carthage
brought this gold auil deposited it in
the cave that so much wealth might
not prove the b me of the now colony
this treasure he said was reserved to
add to the splendor of Neros reign

Nero aud the Roman citizens believed
this story aud begau to make lavish
expenditures public aud private on tho
strength of it After a time the Em ¬

peror sent his agents to transport the
treasure to Rme light galleys were
fitted out officered aud manned by
thoso selected for their fitness In
the meautiiue Rome was distracted by
hope aud fear with doubt aud expec
tation no other subject was talked of
The common people believed every
thiug while meu of reflection argued
in a different mauner The expected
treasure was the subject on which or-

ators
¬

expatiated aud poets exbuutited
their invention the popular mind
pictured the replacement of agricul-
ture by miuiug and believed that the
Gods were working miracles to bless
the reign of Nero

Nero held tin same opiuion flctiuu
parsed for truth aud nothing was too
hyperbolic for the credulity of the
priuco lid lauuchel out iuto greater
profusion than ever Deluded by hi- -

hopes aud sure of a supply for years
to come he exhmstej his treasury aud
began to auticipite his imaginary
funds The expectation of enormous
wealth m idti him the bubble of a mad
man and impoverished the public

Bessus returned to Carth ige aud di
rected the meo sent from Rome and
many hired laborers were to dig in
mauy places but no gold or cave was
found uud he committed suicide

Sautonius refers to this circumstance
in fe words He Nero was eu
oouraged in ail this wild aud enormous
profusion not only by the great rev
enue of the Eupire but by the sud-

den hopes given him of an immense
hidden treasure which Queen Dido
upon her flight from --Tyre had brought
with her to Africa This a Roman
knight pretended to assure him wax
still hid in some deep caverns and
might with a little labor be recovered
Lives of the Twelve Caesars Nero

chapter 31

A somewhat similar condition of
things existed in California and Ne ¬

vada for several years after tho discov-
ery

¬

of the Comstock mines which
shows that human nature is the same
in all ages irrespective of dates

Qold has but litllo intrinsic value
yet owing to its physical properties
aud the excessive labor required to
obtain it it Is accepted as tho stand
ard and it is the best kuown medium
iu which labor can be store the con
venience of coin greatly facilitates the
work of man While I have found but
little recorded in history in its favor
1 am led by my studios to believe that
this innocent harmless metal by au
occult gift of nature ns mysterious as
magnetic attraction has made history
and influenced mankind to a remark-
able degree

In the study of this important sub
ject two aspects must be considered
for while it cannot be denied that the
thirst for gold aud its influence wheu
acquired have been productive of
much evil on the other hand it has
played an important part in the ad ¬

vancement of the world and the bet-

terment
¬

of mankind History shows
that tho desire to possess gold has led
to many important reoorded events
from the day that the Argonauts sailed
from Greece to the present time the
foundation of the grand science of
chemistry wai laid by the alchemists
whose only thought was to make gold
In search of gold man has explored
the most distant parts of tho earth to
gather it when discovered ho has
planted colonies and laid the founda

- -

tion of new nations With the enor-
mous capital so acquired ho tins estab
lished extensive manufactures which
iu turn have necessitated a proportion
al commerce aud tho earths popula
tion has been ablo for a time to live
bettor than before

The discovery and large production
of gold in California Australia and
New Zealand stimulated commerce
and manufactures more perhaps than
any other event in modem history
and the successive discovery of tho
pteciuua metal iu British Columbia
South Afiica Alaska aud elsewhere
has served to maintain conditions by
the effect of which railroads liavo been
built across the American continent
aud many villages have becomo great
cities duiing ouu generation

A transfer of population to new lo
calities invariably follows a gold ex-

citement
¬

When old countries become
over populous discontent is engen-
dered

¬

which leads to dissenlion and
war in that condition the people be ¬

come unhealthy aud disease aud fam
ine result by which surplus is natural-
ly

¬

diminished otherwise food Millie
lent for their support cannot be ob ¬

tained emigration is naturally slow
but stimulated by a gold excitement
rolouists follow the gold seekers aud
the pressure is removed

The area of fertile lands on the
earths surface is ample for the sup-

port of more thau all the human be
ings who have lived at one time but
there must be some strong incentive
to overcome the indolence of an over
crowded community aud love of home
inherent iu man In time colonists
become independent nations which
not only create new markets but by
sending their raw products assist the
mother country The laws of nature
which iu general act slowly may be iu
same degree accelerated by the Use of
the preciou metals in tho hands of
man

It is a singular fact that nature does
at least part of her work by Inter-
mittent

¬

impulse which may be seen
exemplified iu earthquakes the flow of
oil and gas wells volcanic eruptions
the tides and waves of the sea the cir-

culation
¬

of blood iu animals aud epi-

demic
¬

animals aud plants pass more
or less of their time iu sleep This
law seems to apply equally to gold ex-

citements
¬

During long periods of uninter-
rupted prosperity posssibly only while
gold is abundant over production and
speculation prevail labor is diverted
from agriculture aud artisans aud
traders congregate in commercial cen-

ters this unnatural condition brings
its own punishment and a train of
evils follows to which attention is be
ginning to be drawn It is impossible
that present inflated co dltions can
long continue It is an undoubted fact
that all excitements are followed by
corresponding depression there are
many alarming symptoms of a sorious
reaction in the not far distant future
which may lead to contraction falling
prices and eventually return to con
ditlons similar to those which existed
befoio the golden ago of tho nineteenth
century While there is reason to be
lieve that retrogression already com-

menced
¬

will be gradual it may be safe
to predict that the next half century
will see as mauy important changes as
the Inst

The total gold product of the world
from the discovery of America by Col ¬

umbus to the year 19J0 is according to
the report of the United States mint
iu round numbers nine thousand eight
hundred aud eleven million dollars

Pure gold of this value would occupy
space equal to 27039 cubic feet or a
solid 3foot cube very nearly which
would weigh about 10272 tons

These figures which 1 trust are with-

out error show how small a quantity
of gold has served to keep tho world
in activity if not turmoi for four ceu
furies but small as It i the stored la-

bor
¬

they represent is too great for the
human mind to conceive they seem to
confirm my opinion that if a single
solid mass of metallic gold In tnagnl
tude equal to that of a medium sized
dwelling house should by any possi-
bility be discovered on or near the
earths surface it would have little if
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uny practical value It would represent
no stored labor and would be in exresj
of leqnirements Henry Hunks in
Mining and Engineering Review

Trusts Cannot Stifle Competition
It is too early yet to measure with

any degree of accuracy tho influence
of the great consolidations upon the
future of the American iron aud steel
industry Two or three thiug how ¬

ever seem pretty clearly established
and the e are contrary to popular no
tion Tho llrst is that In the larger
line there is not and cannot be any
monopoly Competition will bo com
paratively free The smaller manu
facturers will multiply If the big
consolidations flourish they will fat-

ten Their supply cannot bo shut off
They can use the same materials and
processes as their great rivals Their
mauHgement will be often of the same
high order for it will come from the
men who have created and own the
business The small independent man
ufacturer is seldom over capitalized
seldom mortgaged and with light fixed
charges he will have a flexibility In
the day of trial which will in a large
degreo olTet the powerful advantage-
possessed by his huge rival In the
ownership of raw materials cairying
facilities the greatest plant- and un
limited working capital Consolida
tion will never eliminate competition
In the United State Archer Brown
in the Engineering Maeazine

General 7VJnn news- -

The Tombstone Mill and Mining
company are still putting in machin
ery and are preparing for active woik
Tho machinery and boilers now iu
place have all been started and tested
and everything was found to be per-

fect

¬

It will probably take three month
before everything is ready and active
work on a large scale will hardly com
mence before the new year by which
time railroad connection with the mine
will have been made

Report is that one of the biggest
strikes ever made in the Bradshaw
mountains has just been made iu the
Urey Eagle mine A crosscut has ex ¬

posed a body of ore seven feet wide
six feet of which gives an assay value
of 3 3 a ton gold and one foot from
75 to 203 per ton gold The strike
wa9 made iu a cross cut from a tunnel
at a depth of 3JD feet The ore body is
exposed for70J feet The mill near
the property will be started up as soon
as there Is suillcleut water Geo P
Harrington is goneral manager and
Thos Le superintendent Prescott
Courier

For about two months says the El
Pao News a firm of mining men of
El Paso has been negotiating for the
purchase of the famous old Vulture
mine of Arizona Ono firm has recently
left for Chicago aud New York on this
and other mining business and tho
matter of the Vulture deal will soon be
settled It is known that this once
famous producer contains vast quanti-
ties

¬

of ore that cau bo made lo pay
well by modern process of ore treat-
ment

¬

and methods of milling It is
claimed that the vast quantities of
tailings also contain a great deal of
gold which can be cyauided at a pro
fit

Prospectors returning from the in
terior of Alaska have been bringing re-

ports of large bodies of tin ore to be
found there aud lately an expert sent
to Investigate has made an official re-

port
¬

to the effect that the metal does
occur in largo deposits This Is wel-

come news lo the tin plate manufac ¬

turers as the worlds production of
the metal has been steadily decreasing
for the last six years while its utility
Is becoming more aud more pro
nounced The pricoof the metal has
more than doubled iu this time and
grave apprehension has been felt that
the present condition would grow worse
rather than better This now discov ¬

ery is probably authentic and Alaska
thus seems to haveagaindemonstrated
itself 09 one of our most valuable pos ¬

sessions Tin so far has not been dis-

covered
¬

In the United States proper
iu paying quantities1 while wo are tho
greatest consumers of the metal

tMMlHW IJI1IIIW

MWililll

The strike at Silver King district
promises much for that camp Mr
Jas A Nesbitt and J A Clark who
went nut with the llrst ru h reached
the ground first aud secured tho ex
tension of the Ceu er claim upon
which the strike was made they also
made two other locations aud all of
those that went out made locations
They leport the strike as being on new
ground and on the surface aud that it
has been uncovered for a distance of
about 53 feet ore being plentifully
sprinkled through the vein matter
which is about a foot wide Assays
from the same made here during the
week in which tho sulphurous were
not very plentiful gave returns from
77G oz to 4 0J oz to the ton The rock
is undoubtedly very rich and if it ouly
goes down It will be a veritable bo
uiiuza Pioclie Record

The Black Diamond mine situated
four miles from Pearce in this county
is attracting much attention from cap
italists at the present time Extensive
development work has been done on
this property aud now the remit of
this work is abJiit to ba obtained
Tnere has been a large amount of ma
chluery installed there of late which
is now ready to be put in operation
and there is a sufficient amount of ore
to make the property move right along
aud in a very short while pay dividends
to the stockholders The location of
the mine Is very pleasing nnd the big
level mesa spreading out before the
mine makes a mo t beautiful location
for a townsite The owners of the mine
have the greatest coufldenco iu its
richness aud permanency aud this
alone besides the ore bodies in sight
aud the ore on tho dump greatly im
press many men who visit the mine
Apirtyof capitalists who visited the
Black Diamond miue this week spoke
of it iu the highest terras to a Miner
reporter last evening Bisbeo Miner

The Las Vegas copper mines near
Coyame on the Rio Concho were sold
this week to Eastern capitalists for
8ilil05 Mr George B Voorhees Jr
uf New Jersey promoted the deal says
the Enterprise The Las Vegas mines
have been worked for many years and
over 6000o3 worth of ore has beeu ship
ped aud there are at present between
three and four thousand tons of ore on
the dump All the experts who have
examiued the property have given fa
vurable reports but the owners have
never beeu able to work the mines on
an exteu ive scale owing to the great
distance from the railroad aud the lack
of capital to woik the miues advantag
eously The wagon freight from tho
mines to Chihuahua alone being 20

per ton beside 118 gold per ton for
freight from Chihuahua to Aguacal
ientes and treating the ore Even with
these exhorbitaut charges the mine
has beeu worked ut a profit by the for-

mer owners It is the inteutiou of tho
new company to install modern ma-

chinery
¬

and eventually a smelter at
the mines and with the completion of
the Orient road which will pass with
in a distance of six miles of the miues
the property will uo doubt becomo a
large producer

With the revival of the Tombstone
district uew mines are being opened
up aud as au illustration of the pos
nihilities of uncovering a meritorious
property that may prove another of
the class of famous producers of which
Tombstone is noted may be mentioned
the recent sale of oue half Interest In
the J l Walker miue south of town
to T S Pulliam and J J Justiss The
mine is located iu a favorable mineral
district beyond the Emerald miue
with excellent surface indications aud
when Messrs Pulliam aud Justice be
came interested at ouce saw tho mak
ing of a valuable property Accord
ingly a good cash offer and 250 feet of
work for u interest was made aud
accepted by Mr Walker Work was
at ouce outlined for the opening of the
property and at its very outset a show
ing exceediug the most sanguiue ex
pectations of the owners was encoun-
tered A ledge of four feet developed
to one of double the width within u
short distance and the ussays show the
ore to carry high values in silver and
lead the range of assays covering
from 100 to 250 ozs In silver and from
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30 to 40 per cent In lead The owners
will at ouce crowd development work
and ascertain the extent of their And
while the indications point favorably
to the opening of another rich pro-

ducer iu the Tombstoue district
Prospector

Recently was noted herein as a pass ¬

ing fancy the midsummer dream of
dwellers on tho Hossayampa Arizona
who proposed a mammoth cyanidiug
scheme where the ordinary tank or vat
would be Ignored as too trilling for
contemplation and tin whole bed of
the Hasrayampa devoted to tank pur
poses by the emptying therein of six
or eight carloads of potasium cyanide
after which nature would be left to
take its course As no glittering ad ¬

vertisement of the millions so easily
made has so far been Doted iu Eastern
papers the scheme may not have ma-

terialized But Baker City Or has
evolved a plan formulating a 1000j0j0
company to cyanide the sands of tho
Snake It Mem however satisfactory
dredging aud the homely burlap may
be the process of thus umassiug wealth
is too slow and from advance pros-

pectuses
¬

it is learned that great store
of gold can be won by building a gi ¬

gantic dam where all or neatly all of
the water iu the river may be taken
out of the stream cyanide added aud
agaiu be sent on its journey over tho
gold bearing bars in its bed At a
proper point below the point of diver-
sion

¬

another dam will be built to bed-

rock
¬

and the treasure laden waters run
through pipes to a level tract below
where they will be made to give up
their treasures by means of the ordin-
ary

¬

ziuo precipitation tanks Tho
scheme l one of the most stupendous
ever conceived as tanks of requisite
capacity would cover hundreds of acres
of land and the dams would neces-
sarily

¬

be tremendous affairs Well
ratheil But the foil her statement is
vouchsafed that the possibility of
saving all the gold contained in tho
bars of the Snake river which are es-

timated
¬

by competent judges to con
taiu from 10 to 15 ceuts per yard in
iuflnitesimally small particles makes
the first cost of the plant pale into in-

significance
¬

It is estimated that tho
first years ruu will net Irom35000u0
to 500a0ij0jS The most noticeable
thiug about these airy visions isfttiat
meu who keep on saying such tilings
get to believing them themselves after
a while M S Pi ess

The forthcoming November number
of the New Idea Womaus Magaziuo
will afford etitertaiumeut aud profit-
able

¬

reading for women in all classes
aud conditions of life It will bo
tinged naturally with the Thaukegiv
iug idea but will cover the grouud of
womaus needs A novel feature will
be the first of a series of bright letters
from au Englishwomans pen under
the captiou of The Journal of a Lon ¬

don Wimau Dressing the Bride
will set forth a uew occupation for
women aud there will be half a dozeD
good stories by the cleverest writers
Autumn Novelties will illustrate the

newest departures in fancy work aud
iu Good Housekeeping excellent
menus for Thanksgiving dinners will
prove helpful and suggestive

Do Good It Pays
A Chicago man has observed that

Good deeds are better than real estato
deeds some of the latter are worth-
less Act kindly and gently show
sympathy and lend a helping hand
You cannot possibly lose by It Most
meu appreciate a kind word and en-

couragement
¬

more thau substantial
help There are persous iu this com-

munity
¬

who might truthfully say
My good friend cheer up A few doses

of Chamberlains Cough Remedy will
rid you of your cold and there is no
danger whatever from pndiimouia when
you use that medicine It always cures
I know it for it has helped me oat
many a time Sold by II II Watkins
druggist

Anson 11 Smith has been appointed
agent of tho Western Iron Works of
Los Angeles California aud is now
prepared to figure with mino owners
on tho installation of gasoline en-

gines pumps aud pump supplies
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